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Essential titles that represent African Americans in both nonfiction and fiction. Most recently published titles whenever possible. Two positive reviews as a guide. 

28 days : moments in Black history that changed the world 
By Smith, Charles R  Dewey: 973 
"A picture book look at many of the men and women who revolutionized life for
African Americans throughout history"--Provided by publisher. 
RC: 7.2 5 LEX: NC1080L  
____#0510GR6  2015  IL:3-6  RL:6.3  $16.34

As fast as words could fly 
By Tuck, Pamela M  Dewey: -E- 
"A thirteen-year-old African American boy in 1960s Greenville, North Carolina,
uses his typing skills to make a statement as part of the Civil Rights movement.
Based on true events. Includes author's note"--Provided by publisher. 
RC: 4.1 2 LEX: AD700L  
____#0634HG4  2013  IL:K-3  RL:4.3  $16.31

Ashanti to Zulu : African traditions 
By Musgrove, Margaret  Dewey: 960 
Explains some traditions and customs of twenty-six African tribes beginning with
letters from A to Z. 
RC: 5.3 2 LEX: 960L  
____#33899V5  1976  IL:3-6  RL:5.3  $13.11

Bad news for outlaws : the remarkable life of Bass Reeves, deputy U.S.
marshal 
By Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux  Dewey: 363.28 
An illustrated biography of Bass Reeves, a former slave who was recruited as a
deputy United States marshal, based on his ability to communicate with the Native
Americans in the area that was to become Oklahoma. 
RC: 5.6 3 LEX: 860L  
____#18871X6  2009  IL:3-6  RL:5.5  $14.29

The book itch : freedom, truth, & Harlem's greatest bookstore 
By Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux  Dewey: -Fic- 
Relates the story of the National Memorial African Bookstore, founded in Harlem
by Lewis Michaux in 1939, as seen from the perspective of Lewis Michaux Jr.,
who met famous men like Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X while helping there. 
RC: 3.5 3 LEX: 630L  
____#0997JN1  2015  IL:3-6  RL:3.7  $13.54

Born to swing : Lil Hardin Armstrong's life in jazz 
By Rockliff, Mara  Dewey: 781.65 
"Tells the story of 'Hot Miss Lil' Hardin Armstrong, legendary jazzpianist,
composer, and bandleader--and a female pioneer on the music stage."--Amazon. 
RC: 4.2 3 LEX: 670L  
____#1244DL7  2018  IL:3-6  RL:4.8  $15.46

Bronzeville boys and girls 
By Brooks, Gwendolyn  Dewey: 811 
A collection of illustrated poems that reflects the experiences and feelings of
African American children living in big cities. 
____#31891T1  1956  IL:3-6  RL:3.4  $14.64

A child's introduction to African American history : the experience, people,
and events that shaped our country 
By Asim, Jabari  Dewey: 973 
Shares African American history through profiles of people in politics, activism,
sports, entertainment, and music and traces their American journey starting with
the slave trade, through the abolitionist movement, Civil War, and current events
leading to the Black Lives Matter movement. 
____#1273CH7  2018  IL:3-6  RL:8.9  $17.19

Clayton Byrd goes underground 
By Williams-Garcia, Rita  Dewey: -Fic- 
Clayton is forbidden by his mother from playing the blues after his grandfather dies
and runs away to the subways to join a band. 
RC: 4.4 8 LEX: 710L  
____#1473KF8  2017  IL:3-6  RL:4.4  $14.64

Coretta Scott 
By Shange, Ntozake  Dewey: 323 
An illustrated biography of Coretta Scott King, describing her childhood in the
segregated South, her marriage to Martin Luther King, Jr., and her civil rights
work. 
____#10624Z5  2009  IL:K-3  RL:4.9  $15.49

Dave the potter : artist, poet, slave 
By Hill, Laban Carrick  Dewey: 738 
Chronicles the life of Dave, a nineteenth-century slave who went on to become an
influential poet, artist, and potter. 
RC: 9.4 1 LEX: AD1100L  
____#0293YC3  2010  IL:K-3  RL:5.6  $16.34

Dream big dreams : photographs from Barack Obama's inspiring and historic
presidency 
By Souza, Pete  Dewey: 973.932 
Presents seventy-five full-color photographs and behind-the-scenes anecdotes from
the presidency of Barack Obama. 
____#1264NK2  2017  IL:5-8  RL:7  $18.89

Fly high! : the story of Bessie Coleman 
By Borden, Louise  Dewey: 629.13 
Discusses the life of the determined African-American woman who went all the
way to France in order to earn her pilot's license in 1921. 
RC: 4.1 3 LEX: 820L  
____#04746L8  2001  IL:3-6  RL:5  $16.34

Freedom over me : eleven slaves, their lives and dreams brought to life 
By Bryan, Ashley  Dewey: -Fic- 
"Using original slave auction and plantation estate documents, contrasts the
monetary value of a slave with the priceless value of life experiences and dreams
that a slave owner could never take away"--Provided by publisher. 
RC: 4.5 3 LEX: 730L  
____#1008EC5  2016  IL:3-6  RL:4.7  $15.49

Gordon Parks : how the photographer captured black and white America 
By Weatherford, Carole Boston  Dewey: 770.89 
Tells how with a single photograph a self-taught African American photographer
captured the attention of America. Includes a brief biography of African American
photographer, writer, and director, Gordon Parks. 
RC: 4.5 1 LEX: AD840L  
____#0571AT8  2015  IL:K-3  RL:4.4  $16.99

The great migration : an American story 
By Lawrence, Jacob  Dewey: 759.13 
A series of paintings chronicles the journey of African-Americans who, like the
artist's family, left the rural South in the early twentieth century to find a better life
in the industrial North. 
RC: 5.5 2 LEX: 830L  
____#37017X0  1993  IL:3-6  RL:5.1  $14.81

The Great Migration : journey to the North 
By Greenfield, Eloise  Dewey: 811 
Describes the journey of African Americans from their homes in the South to

Her stories : African American folktales, fairy tales, and true tales 
By Hamilton, Virginia  Dewey: 398.2 
A collection of tales about the supernatural and animals, fairy tales, folk tales and
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industrial cities in the North around the time of World War I, and includes paintings
that depict the migration. 
RC: 4.5 3 LEX: 600L  
____#0127UB9  2011  IL:3-6  RL:3.4  $14.64

legends, by and about African American women. 
RC: 4.3 8 LEX: 960L  
____#21184H7  1995  IL:3-6  RL:4.3  $22.29

Honey, I love, and other love poems 
By Greenfield, Eloise  Dewey: 811 
A collection of sixteen poems that speak of love and the joys of everyday life, as
experienced by a child. 
RC: 4.4 2 LEX: NP  
____#31288W8  1978  IL:3-6  RL:4.4  $13.11

In her hands : the story of sculptor Augusta Savage 
By Schroeder, Alan  Dewey: 730 
Chronicles the life of African-American sculptor Augusta Savage, who overcame a
series of obstacles in order to become a premier female sculptor of the Harlem
Renaissance. 
RC: 3.5 3 LEX: 630L  
____#00373U9  2009  IL:3-6  RL:4.3  $17.16

The jumbies 
By Baptiste, Tracey  Dewey: -Fic- 
Eleven-year-old Corinne must call on her courage and an ancient magic to stop an
evil spirit and save her island home. 
RC: 4.2 11 LEX: 680L  
____#0510KT1  2015  IL:3-6  RL:4.6  $13.76

Langston Hughes 
By Hughes, Langston  Dewey: 811 
An illustrated collection of twenty-six poems by noted African-American poet
Langston Hughes, and contains a detailed introduction and biography, as well as
brief notes accompanying each poem. 
____#0518AA4  2006  IL:3-6  RL:5.9  $12.91

Leon's story 
By Tillage, Leon Walter  Dewey: 975.6 
Autobiography of Leon Water Tillage who was a sharecropper in North Carolina in
the 1940s. 
RC: 6.8 4 LEX: 970L  
____#30858V9  1997  IL:3-6  RL:6  $13.91

Let's clap, jump, sing, & shout; dance, spin, & turn it out! : games, songs, &
stories from an African American childhood 
By McKissack, Pat  Dewey: 305.896 
"Here are classic games, songs, stories, and more, recalled from the author's own
childhood in the American South and loveingly passed down to a new generation."-
-Trade bdg. dust jacket. 
LEX: 990L  
____#1457KD6  2017  IL:3-6  RL:5.2  $21.44

Like a bird : the art of the American slave song 
By Grady, Cynthia  Dewey: 782.25 
Explores the meaning behind thirteen American slave songs. 
RC: 8.5 3 LEX: 1060L  
____#1562CA1  2016  IL:3-6  RL:6.3  $15.04

Little leaders : bold women in black history 
By Harrison, Vashti  Dewey: 920.72 
Contains forty short biographies of notable African American women. 
LEX: 1050L  
____#1226CL1  2017  IL:3-6  RL:7.1  $14.64

Love double Dutch! 
By Spicer-Dannelly, Doreen  Dewey: -Fic- 
"Kayla must salvage her double Dutch dreams after her parents' rocky relationship
takes her away from Brooklyn--and her beloved team--to spend the summer in
North Carolina"--Provided by publisher. 
LEX: 660L  
____#1044KK0  2018  IL:3-6  RL:5.6  $14.64

Magic trash : a story of Tyree Guyton and his art 
By Shapiro, J. H  Dewey: 709.2 
A picture book biography of urban environmental artist Tyree Guyton, discussing
his childhood in 1950s Detroit and the way he used art to transform his decaying,
crime-ridden neighborhood into an internationally-recognized exhibit. 
RC: 2.7 2 LEX: AD650L  
____#0967BRX  2015  IL:K-3  RL:3.3  $6.86

Major Taylor, champion cyclist 
By Cline-Ransome, Lesa  Dewey: 796.6 
Introduces the life of the African American bicycle racer who won the 1899 World
Championship title. 
RC: 4.3 2 LEX: AD1020L  
____#21797P3  2004  IL:3-6  RL:5.8  $17.19

Maritcha : a nineteenth-century American girl 
By Bolden, Tonya  Dewey: 974.7 
Presents the personal memoirs of Maritcha Remond Lyons who was born in
nineteenth-century New York City and describes how she and her family escaped to
Rhode Island during the 1863 Draft riots and how she overcame prejudice to
become the first African-American person to graduate from Providence High
School. 
RC: 7.1 5 LEX: 1190L  
____#12514Q9  2005  IL:3-6  RL:7.3  $17.16

Martin's big words : the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
By Rappaport, Doreen  Dewey: 323 
Looks at the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, explaining his work to bring about a
peaceful end to segregation. 
RC: 2.5 2 LEX: AD610L  
____#13823M6  2001  IL:3-6  RL:3.7  $15.49

Maximilian & the Lucha Libre Club : a bilingual Lucha Libre thriller 
By Garza, Xavier  Dewey: -Fic- 
Max seems like any other kid until he is asked to join the Lucha Libre Club, but
because of strict secrecy he cannot tell anyone of his royal wrestling blood, his
uncle the king of lucha libre, The Guardian Angel. 
RC: 4.2 6 LEX: 670L  
____#0584UZ7  2016  IL:3-6  RL:5.1  $17.16

My name is Celia : the life of Celia Cruz 
By Brown, Monica  Dewey: 782.42164 
Brightly colored illustrations and text follow the life of salsa singer Celia Cruz
from her home in Havana, Cuba, to New York and Miami where she brings joy to
herself and others through her music. Presented in English and Spanish. 
RC: 2.6 1 LEX: AD850L  
____#25450Q7  2004  IL:K-3  RL:5.1  $13.76

The palm of my heart : poetry by African American children 
Dewey: 811 
Presents a collection of poems written by African-American children celebrating
their heritage. 
RC: 2.8 1 LEX: NP  
____#0822TG2  1996  IL:3-6  RL:4  $14.71

The people could fly : American Black folktales 
By Hamilton, Virginia  Dewey: 398.2 
Retells twenty-four African-American folktales of animals, fantasy, the
supernatural, and desire for freedom, each followed by a note explaining its history
and meaning. 
RC: 4.3 6 LEX: 480L  
____#24648Y0  1985  IL:3-6  RL:4.3  $21.44

Poet : the remarkable story of George Moses Horton 
By Tate, Don  Dewey: 811 
Relates the story of North Carolina slave George Moses Horton, who taught
himself to read, learned to write, and became a well-known, published poet in spite
of his slave status. 
RC: 4.5 3 LEX: 730L  
____#0920EUX  2015  IL:3-6  RL:4.5  $12.91

Preaching to the chickens : the story of young John Lewis 
By Asim, Jabari  Dewey: 328.73 
"Gives readers a...glimpse into the boyhood of Civil Rights leader John Lewis.
John wants to be a preacher when he grows up--a leader whose words stir hearts to

Radiant child : the story of young artist Jean-Michel Basquiat 
By Steptoe, Javaka  Dewey: 740 
A biography of Jean-Michel Basquiat, an artist in New York City who rose to fame
in the 1980s. 



change, minds to think, and bodies to take action. But why wait? When John is put
in charge of the family farm's flock of chickens, he discovers that they make a
wonderful congregation! So he preaches to his flock, and they listen, content under
his watchful care, riveted by the rhythm of his voice. Includes an author's note
about John Lewis, who grew up to be a member of the Freedom Riders, chairman
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and demonstrator on the
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, and is now a Georgia congressman"--
Provided by publisher. 
RC: 5.5 3 LEX: 670L  
____#1433KB3  2016  IL:3-6  RL:4.9  $15.49

RC: 9.4 3 LEX: 1050L  
____#1047UC7  2016  IL:K-3  RL:5.2  $15.49

Salt in his shoes : Michael Jordan in pursuit of a dream 
By Jordan, Deloris  Dewey: -Fic- 
A young Michael Jordan puts salt in his shoes, hoping it will help him grow tall
enough to become a famous basketball player. 
RC: 3.1 3 LEX: 630L  
____#10444L2  2000  IL:3-6  RL:3.6  $15.49

Schomburg : the man who built a library 
By Weatherford, Carole Boston  Dewey: 002.075 
"Amid the scholars, poets, authors, and artists of the Harlem Renaissance stood an
Afro-Puerto Rican named Arturo Schomburg. This law clerk's life's passion was to
collect books, letters, music, and art from Africa and the African diaspora and bring
to light the achievements of people of African descent through the ages. When
Schomburg's collection became so big it began to overflow his house (and his wife
threatened to mutiny), he turned to the New York Public Library, where he created
and curated a collection that was the cornerstone of a new Negro Division. A
century later, his groundbreaking collection, known as the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, has become a beacon to scholars all over the world."--
Amazon. 
RC: 10.4 4 LEX: 1100L  
____#1007KH3  2017  IL:3-6  RL:6.8  $14.64

Soul looks back in wonder 
Dewey: 811 
Artwork and poems by such writers as Maya Angelou, Langston Hughes, and
Askia Toure portray the creativity, strength, and beauty of their African-American
heritage. 
RC: 4.5 2 LEX: NP  
____#37783X4  1993  IL:3-6  RL:5.2  $13.11

A spy called James : the true story of James Lafayette, Revolutionary War
double agent 
By Rockwell, Anne F  Dewey: 973.3 
The story of James Armistead Lafayette, an American slave and spy whose
information helped end the American Revolutionary War. After the war, he fought
the Virginia General Assembly to gain his freedom. 
RC: 6.3 3 LEX: 940L  
____#1543FA9  2016  IL:3-6  RL:5.2  $13.54

Take a picture of me, James VanDerZee! 
By Loney, Andrea J  Dewey: 770.92 
"A biography of James Van Der Zee, innovative and celebrated African American
photographer of the Harlem Renaissance. Includes an afterword, photos, and
author's sources"--Provided by publisher. 
RC: 7.6 3 LEX: 970L  
____#1461TE7  2017  IL:3-6  RL:5.2  $16.31

Talkin' about Bessie : the story of aviator Elizabeth Coleman 
By Grimes, Nikki  Dewey: 629.13 
A biography of the woman who became the first licensed African American pilot. 
RC: 4.9 4 LEX: 1050L  
____#22644N2  2002  IL:3-6  RL:5  $15.49

That is my dream! : a picture book of Langston Hughes's "Dream Variation" 
By Hughes, Langston  Dewey: 811 
"'Dream Variation,' one of Langston Hughes's most celebrated poems, about the
dream of a world free of discrimination and racial prejudice, is now a picture book
... illustrated by Daniel Miyares. An African-American boy faces the harsh reality
of segregation and racial prejudice, but he dreams of a different life--one full of
freedom, hope, and wild possibility, where he can fling his arms wide in the face of
the sun"--Provided by publisher. 
LEX: AD250L  
____#1212MH0  2017  IL:3-6  RL:3  $20.99

Thirteen ways of looking at a black boy 
By Medina, Tony  Dewey: 811 
"A collection of poems offering a perspective of young men of color depicting
thirteen views of everyday life: young boys dressed in their Sunday best, running to
catch a bus, and growing up to be teachers, and . . . more"--OCLC. 
____#1064JN9  2018  IL:3-6  RL:5.6  $14.61

Thirteen ways of looking at a black boy 
By Medina, Tony  Dewey: 811 
"A collection of poems offering a perspective of young men of color depicting
thirteen views of everyday life: young boys dressed in their Sunday best, running to
catch a bus, and growing up to be teachers, and . . . more"--OCLC. 
____#1064JN9  2018  IL:3-6  RL:5.6  $14.61

This kid can fly : it's about ability (not disability) 
By Philip, Aaron  Dewey: 362.4 
"Aaron Philip's memoir chronicles his extraordinary journey from happy baby in
Antigua to confident teen artist in New York City"--Provided by publisher. 
RC: 5.7 9 LEX: 880L  
____#0606VYX  2016  IL:3-6  RL:6  $14.64

What color is my world? : the lost history of African-American inventors 
By Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem  Dewey: -Fic- 
While twins Ella and Herbie help the handyman Mr. Midal work on their new
home, he tells them about such inventors as Granville Woods, Dr. Henry T.
Sampson, and James West, giving them a new view of their heritage as African-
Americans. 
RC: 5.7 5 LEX: 880L  
____#0058PW2  2012  IL:3-6  RL:6.1  $15.49

Who was Booker T. Washington? 
By Buckley, James  Dewey: 370.92 
Chronicles the life ofAfrican American Booker T. Washingt on, who became an
inpirational teacher, speaker and author. 
LEX: 930L  
____#1270NK2  2018  IL:3-6  RL:5.6  $15.99

Whoosh! : Lonnie Johnson's super-soaking stream of inventions 
By Barton, Chris  Dewey: 609.2 
A biography of Lonnie Johnson, an engineer at NASA who is best know for
inventing the Super Soaker water gun. 
RC: 5.4 2 LEX: 820L  
____#1282FA0  2016  IL:3-6  RL:4.9  $14.61

Wilma unlimited : how Wilma Rudolph became the world's fastest woman 
By Krull, Kathleen  Dewey: 796.42 
A biography of the African-American woman who overcame crippling polio as a
child to become the first woman to win three gold medals in track in a single
Olympics. 
RC: 4.8 2 LEX: AD850L  
____#35172V2  1996  IL:3-6  RL:4.8  $12.61

Words with wings 
By Grimes, Nikki  Dewey: -Fic- 
Gabby daydreams to tune out her parents' arguments, but when her parents' divorce,

Young, gifted and black : meet 52 black heroes from past and present 
By Wilson, Jamia  Dewey: 920.0092 
"This book brings together 52 iconic talents from the past and present and



and she begins a new school, daydreaming gets her into trouble. Her mother scolds
her for it, her teacher keeps telling her to pay attention, and the other kids tease her.
Until she finds a friend who also daydreams and her teacher decides to work a
daydreaming-writing session into every school day. With a notebook "thick with
daydreams," Gabby grows more confident about herself and her future. 
RC: 5.5 4 LEX: 850L  
____#0583RF5  2013  IL:3-6  RL:4.3  $13.76

celebrates their inspirational achievements. Meet figureheads, leaders and pioneers
such as Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela and Rosa Parks, as well as cultural
trailblazers and sporting heroes, including Stevie Wonder, Oprah Winfrey and
Serena Williams."--OCLC. 
____#1339MM1  2018  IL:3-6  RL:8.9  $19.74
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